Behavioural reading is not a rebuild of any previ-
ous methodology. It is new and is the work of
the author. For the parent or professional whom
is looking for an "outside the box" solution to
reading problems then Behavioural Reading is
worth your consideration.

In brief: At school children go through the 'learn
to read' process and are instructed in compo-
nent skills including sight words, phonics, gram-
matical rules, and a lot of practise with readers
under the general philosophies of Phonological
awareness and Whole Language.

These instructional methods are adequate for
apout 70% of children, hut 3Q0% generally fail to
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they are one of the 30% and will need assis
tance to move forward. It is unlikely to resolve
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Introducing a 3rd philosophy of reading in-
struction. | propose that behavioural reading
should be construed as a 3rd philosophy when
discussing reading techniques. It is a completely
different methodology wherein it seeks to teach
the child the 'behaviours' associated with fluent
reading. In principle, it is possible for a child with
a very limited vocabulary of 50 words to read a
simple book or passage fluently with excellent
prosody and comprehension.

Fluent reading and its associated mechanics
must be seen as a separate skill from vocabu-
lary lists, phonological awareness and grammar
and it is fair and reasonable to expect that a
young reader even with very limited knowledge
of these can still read in a fluent manner akjn to
any other good reader.

Instinct and reading development
Consider the simplified formula;
eaching in stiorT + instinct = reading ability

Therefore;
TeachiRg + good instinct = good reader

Teachingy+ poor instinct = poor reader

Consider the analogy of 100 children learning to
hall. If applying the above formula, all
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Features:

Rapidly creates a correct model of
reading sequencing and behaviours
Reading fluency

Working memory development
Short term memory to long term
memory transition

Resolves eye fatigue and pain when
vision is not impaired

Spelling via behavioural, ROTE and
visualization methods to
complement phonics

Maths times tables via Rote +
working memory optimization
Reading vocabulary expansion via
‘Vocabulary Circles’ for older
children

Self-belief

Comprehension initiation via
visualization

Tables using ‘Perfect’ technique



By example, consider:
Closing eyes when the ball is about to be hit
Jumping off the ground as the ball is to be hit
Holding the racquet with a loose grip.

Any of these problems are very significant and would
stop a child from being able to hit a ball well and con-
sistently.

These errors in technique are easy to detect and also
very easy to rectify.

Our current education model

Another analogy:

100 children: Watch the teacher play tennis. Teacher
says "Good, now you try."

It works for about 70% of children and they are able to
progress quite well (same for reading).

30% will not do very well beyond a very rudimentary
standard. These children need formal sequential in-
struction, especially the behavioural aspects as a pri-
ority.

Despite much rhetoric and theory by educators, they
have missed this vital link in the learn to read proc-
ess.

Errors in reading behavioural technique are

plainly visible to the trained eye and are quickan  d
easy to rectify.
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* A child who reads in a jerky manner
by grade 3, is one of the 30% who will
need assistance to move forward.
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